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President’s Message

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season with family and friends.  While I can’t say I love 
cold weather, it’s nice to finally have some seasonable 
weather — and for a break in the rain!


We had a great December meeting.  Vickey’s house was, 
as usual, decorated beautifully for Christmas.  I thought 
we all did a wonderful job with our miniature flower 
arrangements.  I know I learned a lot and enjoyed the 
experience.  The decorative mugs for Meadowbrook also 
turned out well.  


Vickey and I took the gifts for the needy family to the 
re:loom office the following week.  The director, Lisa 
Wise, said there was no way the mother could have 
provided the type of Christmas that we did for the 
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Upcoming Garden 
Club Events  

Shenandoah Rose Garden 
Club Meeting 

Thursday, Jan. 14, 10 am 

Panera, Briarcliff Village 
Shopping Center (corner of 
Henderson Mill and Briarcliff) 

Shenandoah Rose Garden 
Club Community Landscaping 
Program 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 10 am — noon, 
Northlake-Barbara Loar Library, 
3772 LaVista Road 

“How to Avoid a Midlife Crisis in 
Your Yard” 

Presenters: Eric King and Holly 
Brooks, Emory University 
Landscape Design Certification 
Program 

DeKalb Federation Meeting 

Thursday, January 28, 10 am 

“Our Rivers, Our Future” 

Presenter: Gordon Rogers, 
Executive Director, Flint 
Riverkeeper 

ROSE PETALS 
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children.  It really made me feel proud to be part of such 
a great group.


January is going to be a busy month for our club.  We 
will meet at the Panera’s in Briarcliff Village Shopping 
Center on Thursday, Jan. 14 at 10 am for our regular 
meeting.  Don’t forget to bring your $1 donation for 
the GCG Scholarship Fund.  


On Saturday, Jan. 16 from 10 am to noon, we are having 
our community landscape program at Northlake-
Barbara Loar Library.  Barbara Adam has been busy 
getting the word out to people who might be interested 
in attending.  Several of us have passed out flyers in our 
neighborhoods.  Please invite neighbors and friends.  
We want to have a good turnout for this event.


	 	 	 	                         — Sandy
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District, State and 
Region News 

Native Plants Symposium 
  
The 2016 Native Plants 
Symposium will be held on Jan. 
20 at the GCG Headquarters in 
Athens.  The theme of the 
symposium is “Planting Prairies: 
Creating, Conserving, and 
Restoring Georgia’s Grasslands” 
  

GCG Annual Convention 
The Garden Club of Georgia will 
hold its 88th Annual Convention 
on April 13 — 14, 2016 at the 
Macon Marriott City Center.  The 
theme of the convention is 
“Gardening Passion”.  

Deep South Convention 
The Deep South Convention will 
be held on March 6 — 8, 2016 at 
the Horseshoe Hotel and Resort, 
Robinsville, Mississippi.  The 
theme of the convention is 
“Southern Bouquet”. 

Historic House and Garden Tour 
The 2016 Historic House and 
Garden Tour, hosted by the 
Redbud District, will be held on 
April 30 at the Oak Grove House 
and Gardens.  There will be 
docent-led tours of the house, 
built in the early 1800’s, and of 
the gardens, which have been re-
created by the current owners. 
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Valentines for Veterans

DeKalb Federation is again this year requesting 
valentines for patients at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital in Decatur.  These need to be turned in by Feb. 
7, so it might be a good idea to get them done in time 
for the next Federation meeting on January 28.  


Arts Festival


The 2nd annual Callanwolde Arts Festival will be held on 
Jan. 23 — 24.  This event will feature approximately 86 
painters, photographers, sculptors, metalwork, glass 
artists, jewelers and more! The Festival will also offer 
artist demonstrations, live acoustic music, plus gourmet 
food trucks and music and dance performances.  Times 
are 10 am — 7 pm on Saturday, Jan. 23 and 11 am — 5 
pm on Sunday, Jan. 24.  Tickets are $5/person.


Photography Show 


Our very own Don McFarlan is having a photography show at 
the Scarborough Art Gallery.  There is a reception on Jan. 9, 4 
pm — 6 pm and the exhibit runs through Jan. 30.  This is a 
great opportunity to see Don’s beautiful work — and thank 
him for sharing Deanna with us!
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National Garden 
Clubs News  

NGC Annual Convention 

May 2 — 6. 2016, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 

  

Million Pollinator Garden 
Challenge 

NGC has been invited to be an 
Inaugural Network Partner of the 
National Pollinator Garden 
Network, which was recently 
formed to help establish one 
million gardens to assist in 
restoring critical pollinator 
population recovery in the 
United States.  

Register your pollinator garden 
at:  http://share.pollinator.org/ 

Leap into Action 

NGC is encouraging everyone to 
“Leap into Action” by making 
plans for a new butterfly garden 
or extending an existing 
butterfly garden.  A new butterfly 
booklet “Inviting Butterflies into 
Your Garden” is available on the 
NGC website.  To download 
booklet, go to http://
www.gardenclub.org/projects/
presidents-projects/monarch-
watch.aspx.   

http://share.pollinator.org/
http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/presidents-projects/monarch-watch.aspx
http://share.pollinator.org/
http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/presidents-projects/monarch-watch.aspx
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For Flowers in January, Think Orchids

January is the one month of 
the year when nothing is 
blooming in Atlanta gardens.  
If you want flowers this time 
of year, you need to rely on 
houseplants.  One of the 
best indoor plants for a wide 
range of colorful flowers is 
the orchid.

Orchids are members of the 
family Orchidaceae, which 
has 27,800 species, 
distributed among 880 
genera. The easiest orchids to grow indoors are members of 
the Cattleya, Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum genera.

Unlike other houseplants, orchids are not grown in soil.  They 
should be grown in pots filled with bark chips, stones or other 
loosely packed material that allows water to drain quickly.  
Water orchids thoroughly, then allow to almost dry out before 
watering again.  They probably won’t need to be watered 
more often than once a week.  There is no easier way to kill 
an orchid than by overwatering!

Orchids flower best when grown in an environment in which 
there is at least 10 degrees difference between day and night 
temperatures.  This is most important during fall and winter 
when plants are setting buds.  Placing orchids near a window 
will help to achieve this temperature differential.

Most orchids require at least 6 hours a day of light.  Leaf color 
indicates if the amount of light received is adequate.  Leaves 
will be a light to medium green with yellowish tones if they are 
receiving adequate light.  Lush, dark green leaves mean the 
plant needs more light.  East- and south-facing windows 
usually work best for orchids.

Orchids do not require high amounts of fertilizer.  Apply a 
weak (1/4 strength) fertilizer solution weekly.  Once a month, 
flush out salts by watering thoroughly with plain water.

Orchids thrive in humid environments.  To increase humidity 
for indoor-grown plants, place pots on pebbles in a tray that 
has been filled with water.  Running a humidifier near the 
orchids will also help satisfy their need for moisture.
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Atlanta Area 
Gardening Events  

Atlanta Botanical Garden 

Garden Lights 

through Jan. 9, 5 — 10 pm 
  

Georgia Iris Society Meeting 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 2 — 4 pm, St. 
Bartholomew Episcopal Church, 
1790 Lavista Road 

“Carrying for Daylilies, Iris and 
Companion Plants” presented 
by Mark & Patty Franklin, owners 
of MP Flowers in Alpharetta 

free and open to the public 

DeKalb Master Gardener 
Association Meeting 

Monday, Feb. 1, 6 pm, 
Northlake-Barbara Loar Library 

“Sustainable Gardening” 
presented by Susan M. 
Varlamoff, Director for the Office 
of Environmental Sciences, UGA  

free and open to the public 

North Georgia Camellia 
Society 

January 11, 7:00 — 8:30 pm, 
Atlanta Botanical Garden 

Presentation by Tom Johnson, 
Director of Gardens, Magnolia 
Plantation and Gardens, 
Charleston, SC 


